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Dear Sir

Please accept this submission as part of your enquiry into the operations of the
Raoyal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Western Australia Inc. ltis
beyond one’s understanding as to why this enquiry should be necessary at all. As |
see it, it makes a lot of work for busy members of the RSPCA and the public who are
already over-worked and for what reason?

Addressing your criteria as well as | am able;

a)

b)

Funding from the government;

| understand that the RSPCA receives $500,000 per annum. The actual
operational costs per year are 8 million dollars, so the government's
contribution is only 6.2% of actual costs. The biggest contributor by far is the
general public who supply 94% of the remaining operational costs. | think it is
fair to say that this would not happen if the general public was in any way
unhappy with the policies and procedures of the RSPCA. The general public
has great faith in the way that the RSPCA takes care of our animals and |
would suggest that the government should look into raising the amount that
they grant. Their gesture seems somewhat pathetic.

Its Objectives;

Obviously the overall objective is the care of animals who deserve good food
and water, shelter, vet care, saving animals from a life of physical and
emotional pain and to be treated with dignity and respect. Another objective
is to educate the public and assist in times of hardship. The animals cannot
be left to the ignorance and thoughtlessness of neglectful members of the
public.

Last year the Inspectors dealt with 20,000 calls. 6000 were investigated and

of those, 23 were prosecuted. It is obvious that fines imposed on those 23

cases are not engendering much revenue.



Inspectors always try to educate the public into the best way to care for their
animals, but owners who haven’t complied with the inspector’'s suggestions
then have to deal with action from the Society.

The Use of its Powers;

By the very nature of its business, the RSPCA needs to be pro-active in an
effective, non-confrontational manner. The Society always tries to educate,
assist and be active in matters regarding animais. Sometimes being a little
Activist will bring good outcomes and publicity will help the animals’ cause
and keep the public informed of the latest trends in animal care and
protection.

Was it Mahatma Ghandi who said “That a nation can be judged by the way
that it treats its animals®? | believe that with grateful thanks to the RSPCA we
can be content with processes and procedures that enable us to be judged
favourably.

Yours faithfully

Valerie Heath
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