
Valerie Heath

25th June 2015

Hon Rick Mazza MLC
Chair of Select Committee into the Operations
of the Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals WA Inc
Legislative Council
Parliament House
GPO Box All
Perth WA 6837

Dear Sir

Please accept this submission as part of your enquiry into the operations of the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Western Australia Inc. It is
beyond one's understanding as to why this enquiry should be necessary at all. As I
see it, it makes a lot of work for busy members of the RSPCA and the public who are
already over-worked and for what reason?

Addressing your criteria as well as I am able;

a) Funding from the government;

I understand that the RSPCA receives $500,000 per annum. The actual
operational costs per year are 8 million dollars, so the government's
contribution is only 6.2% of actual costs. The biggest contributor by far is the
general public who supply 94% of the remaining operational costs. I think it is
fair to say that this would not happen if the general public was in any way
unhappy with the policies and procedures of the RSPCA. The general public
has great faith in the way that the RSPCA takes care of our animals and I
would suggest that the government should look into raising the amount that
they grant. Their gesture seems somewhat pathetic.

b) Its Objectives;

Obviously the overall objective is the care of animals who deserve good food
and water, shelter, vet care, saving animals from a life of physical and
emotional pain and to be treated with dignity and respect. Another objective
is to educate the public and assist in times of hardship. The animals cannot
be left to the ignorance and thoughtlessness of neglectful members of the
public.

Last year the Inspectors dealt with 20,000 calls. 6000 were investigated and
of those, 23 were prosecuted. It is obvious that fines imposed on those 23
cases are not engendering much revenue.



Inspectors always try to educate the public into the best way to care for their
animals, but owners who haven't complied with the inspector's suggestions
then have to deal with action from the Society.

e) The Use of its Powers;

By the very nature of its business, the RSPCA needs to be pro-active in an
effective, non-confrontational manner. The Society always tries to educate,
assist and be active in matters regarding animals. Sometimes being a little
Activist will bring good outcomes and publicity will help the animals' cause
and keep the public informed of the latest trends in animal care and
protection.

Was it Mahatma Ghandi who said "That a nation can be judged by the way
that it treats its animals"? I believe that with grateful thanks to the RSPCA we
can be content with processes and procedures that enable us to be judged
favourably.

Yours faithfully

Valerie Heath
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Optian prosecutors have de-
ialded the "maximum" penalty
*ging from 15 to 25 years in jail,
n414.1120 defendants in the trial of
4Uazeera journalists accused of
fCting the blacklisted Muslim
rötherhood.
.41..t.stralian journalist Peter
aiste is among the accused in a
0.1 that has triggered interna-
anal  amid growing
tars of media restrictions in
gypt.

e is charged with "spreading
irse news" and collaborating
qth Egyptian defendants by pro-
Ming media material, editing it
ad publishing it on the internet
hd Al Jazeera.

Oiddle-aged
tipplers

*dney

Eiddle-aged Australian women

h
drinking their daughters

er the dinner table, says a
ueensland researcher.
tin, unlike younger women,
ley are not drinking to get

ffi is the frequency with which
iVy drink that has Queensland
inversity of. Technology re-
*

.
ober Hanna Watling worried

I
....berhaps a daily glas of wine at
itinei; followed by a tipple in
Zin of the TV

khe says about 13 per cent in
ie 45 to 59 age group average
,ire than two drinks a day — a
gpre much higher than any
ler age group.

Nest man in
the for gongs
he WestAustralian's aviation ed-
Or Geoffrey Thomas has been
iort-listed for two major awards

the International Aviation
edia Awards.
File first award is the Lifetime
phievement Award recognising
is contribution to the under-
*ding and promotion of avia-
on over 40 years. It also ac-
aowledges Thomas' coverage of
Le loss of Flight MI-1370.
He is also short-listed for the
eat Safety submission for his
ialysis of the Asfana Boeing 777
ash at San Francisco airport
at ypa The Winners will be an-
AlneKOil July 13.
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IMAlex Massey : -_- — ,.
A Wheatbelt woman who kept a •

 ..
• . —

7.,

dozen dogs in an "alien", bunker . .. ... ,. .',..:„.:
devoid of sunlight and fresh air : . ' / ;;:..,,V ' • - '.... '' ''-• ,,,L1 :•::: ; • ,.
has been ordered to pay more • ;',
than $30,000 in -fines' and court ...' .costs.

. ,

Katherine Lisa King, 42, also '• '
had an existing 10-year churt or- ..., ,.. .
der extended, banning her from : -
owning or coming 'within 1(1m of ,--: .;: .- ' ... '.
any anInal. VI- ,,-,=.--'14' ,. „.•,.Th imal cruelty charges .:1., ,,,1, ,..., i; : . r•Al.,were _Lined in Perth Magist- ''.. , • ..-"'" $...,''...•:-'` Pl4';',rate's Court yesterday. King was ..'.1.....,. ..„
accused of running a grotesque , •.- .. .,
"puppy farm": i'-':-.:'.,t- 40,. :..-.A 2012 raid of King's South :,•:--..Q.. „ .. . . . . :'..

cll
....,,,,,-..-

booalchle property near Keller- Millard' wid -eiiiiiitai*. '4 aitheilailiiiiiheiiiiiiiiiiiiWiiit,tielit: 1, •. :1 : -litàc
herrin, uncovered the 3m-deep
dungeon where 12 dogs were King Was also loiincr guilt! of  shepherd; • Virest:...-MglitaPA, tee: ,; ::::**
Ogg& allowing many of her ' 50 Other . riers,King•CherIeS pexiallervii.-: : -;itye:'

:. "The dogs had been placed in dogs to suffer ilinesSes, such as niels, labradors: slid Tibetan Vie; ...i ;'.- Coin
in :alien and terrible environ- ear mites and secendary Wee- riers. ' . ' ' live
ment," Magistrate Stephen Wit- .. 1:ions from lack of treatment.  : "This is the first time the and
Son said in his sentencing re- The RSPCA said the dogs were RSPCA has discovered a puppy lii
marks. "Therewas no stiolight,  retied), segregated'apterding to fanin of this nature in Western der :
no fresh 'air .... and :there was a breed: in different arias of the . Australia aflame were shocked to an e
stench emanating from the bun7 	property : ,.. ,1 , :i, ,:•-.. ..,-.-,z.„:,..,.. . find dogs liviiig in an .,linper- ,11
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